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favours empirical methods of pedagogy,
which has no respect for the instincts of
the boy and the girl, is not an ideal system
for the production of self-reliant, aggressive
(in order to be progressive) men and women
that new India wants* I come to the con-
clusion, therefore, that any widespread revival
of the ancient or mediaeval systems of educa-
tion is unthinkable. It will take us centuries
back, and I am certain that the country
will not adopt it. Mrs. Besant, of course,
does not advocate it, But I know that
there are groups of people in India who
are in love with that system. They are
sometimes carried away by a partial praise
of certain features of their system by eminent
foreigners and educationalists, A system
may be " fascinating," without being sound*
It may be highly interesting as an experiment,
It may be good for governmental purposes,
yet harmful from the citizens' point of view.
It may be good for producing certain types,
but harmful if adopted for the nation as
a whole* I would beg of my countrymen
not to be carried off their feet by the praises
which the foreigner sometimes bestows on
our literature and on our system. Some
of them do so out of sheer disgust with
their own systems of life. They do not